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ons, and for cenſuring ſuch as ue to 
'  neglett Family Worſhip. | 
*FHeGentraltti Aſſembly after mature deliberation, 
oþ - doth approve the following Rules and Direftions , 
, * +. for cheriſhing Picty and preventing Diviſion and 
Sifme , and' doth appotts' Miniſters and Ruttng El- 


. Direfions. be obſerved and followed; As likewiſe 
| | that Presbyteries, and Provintiall Synods enquire and 
| © - unthe irjalh, whaher the ſaids Dirifiom be diet ob ep= 
| _ - -,vedjutheir bound), and 10. reprove or cenſure [( accor= 
- ding tothe qualitie of the offence')- ſuch as ſhall be found 
tobe repfoveable or cenſurable therein. And to the end 
- '  thattheſeDireftions may. nor'be rendered ineffeuall and 
Þ-. unprofitable among ſome through. the uſuatl negle# of the 
= 3” . very ſubſtance of the ducty of Family Worſhip, The Aſ- 

” » ſembly doth further require, and appoint Miniſters and 
=” . | Ruling Elders, to make diligent ſearch and inquiry in 
the Congregations committed to their charge refcivly, 
_ . whatbey there be among them any Family or Families 
 ” which uſe to noglef this neceſſary dutyz »And if any 
 . , ſuchFamilybe found, the head of that Family is to bee 
 - - firſt admongtſhed privatcly to amend this fault; Andin 


: * © ſadly reproved by" the Seſfion. vAfter which neproof, if 
| bebe found lio neg 
=. FT Adey,"in ſuch an offence, ſuſpended ant debar- 

* .; red ſroteethe Eotde Supper, as being” juſtly! fected 'un- 
£-+.* .” Worth) ro communteatethertin tl he amend, 
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Af for obſerving the following Direfi- 


© ders if eth({ongregatibii, th take ſpeciall care. chit theſe | 
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& © caſe ofhis continuing therein, he is to bee gravely and- 


ill ro neglet Family Worſhip, Let him bee. 
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OF THE 


GENERAL L/ Ons: 


Concerning 


Secret and private "Worſhip, | 


and mutnall edification, for 


cheriſhing Piety', for maintaining 
Unity , "and avoiding Schiſme 
and Diviſion. 


74S) Efdesthe pulick Worſhipin Conyregations”, 4 
mercifully eſtabliſhed in rhis Land, in _ 
NB B 329 purity 3 Tris expedient and neceſfar, that 
ets 6K cret Worthip ofeach perſon alone;and Privard ® 
Worſhip of Families'be prefled'and (et up + 
That wich Nationall Reformation, the profeſſion and arty © 
of godlinefle both Perſonall and Domeltick be advanced: 
T. And firſt for ſecret wotihips It is moſt neceflar, that 
every one apart and by themſelves be given toprayer ad - 
' Meditation, The unſpeakable'benefite whereofis beſt known 
tothem who art moſt exerciſed therein : This being the ww 
whereby in a Peciall way, communion with God' is inter * 
tained, and right preparation for all other duties obtainea's C 
And therefore it becommieth nor onely Paſtours within theit 
le vera] Charges, to prefle perſons of all ſorrs to ny 
duty Morning and Evening, 2ndar other occaſions, but =, 
it iv iticuoibenr ro the head of every 'Exmilie , to have : acats 
that bork' themſelves 'afid; all within their charge! bee dayt ; 
dittgent herein IL ” 
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emed, with a ſpeciazl reference as well to the publick con- 


% 
L 


' dition of the Kirk of God and this' Kingdome, as tothe 
- preſent caſe of the Familie,and every member thereof, Next; 


Us” - 


bw 
"'X 
> theunderſtandings of the ſimpler may be the better enabled 


£  toprofit under the Publick Ocdinances,and they made more 
+ capable to underſtand the Scriptures when. they are read 3 


& ofallthemembers, in the moſt holy Faith : As alſo, admo» 
E- nition and rebuke upon juſt reaſons from theſe who bave Au« 
© thoritic inthe Family, | | 

& _ LIL, As che Charge and Office of interpreting the holy 
+ Scriptures, is a parr of the Mineſteriall Calling, which none 
& {howloeve: otherwiſe qualified) ſhould rake upon him in 
: | +4 SorimRY be thar is duly called thereunto by God and 
< his Kirk: So inevery Familie where there is any that ca 
+ read, Theholy Scriptures ſhould be read ordinarily ro the 
-. Family 3 And it is commendablethart thereafter they confer, 
= and by way of conference make ſome. good uſe of what hath 


« bay 27 of 
xy ou 


Deen read and heard: As for example if any hin be reproved 
inthe'Word read, uſe may be made thereof , to make all 
2 the Family ciccumſpe& and watchfui againſt the ſame; Or, 
” if any judgement be threatned or mentioned to have been 
$ inflided in that portion of Scripture which is read, ule may 
#- be madeto make allrhe Family fear, leſt theſime or a worſe 
© Judgement betall chem,unlefſe they beware of the fin that pro - 
cured it. And finally, if any duty be required, or comfort 
> held forthin a promiſe uſe may be made to ſtir up themſc: ves 


Xe 


> commanded duty, and co apply the offered comfort 3 ln all 
- which the Miſter of the Family is ro have the chief hand 
And any member of the Familie may propone a queſtion or 
+ doubt for reſolution. | | | 
©” ITIL The head of the Family is to take care that none 
S#fthe Family withdraw himſelf from any part of Family 

EET: Worlihip, 
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= reading of Scriptures with Catechiſing, in a plain way, that / 


== It The ordinary duties comprehended under the exercife1 wy, 
"ei 1D; . 2 oo 7 L606 | be ES” : 

&.Þ 'Piety, which ſhould be in Families when they are convees |  ,; 
© ned co chit effeR, are theſe : firſt , Prayer and praiſes per- 


Together with godly conferences, tending to the edification | 


add end... - 


& 20 imploy Chrilt for ſtrength to enablethem for doing the | 
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i as of Family Worihip belongeth properly ro thehead 
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And ſeeing' the' ordinary performance vof all the® 


the Family, The Miniſter isto ſtir up ſuch as are lafie, and 7 
train up ſuch as are weake toia fines for theſe exerciſes? * >; 
Ir being alwayes free to perſons of qualitie to entertain one 2 
approven by the Presbyrerie for performing Family Exerciſe; . 3 
And in other families where the head otthe Faniily is unfit, _ 2 
that another conſtantly reſiding inthe Pamily approven by: - 
theMinilter and Seflion, may be imployed in that ſervice 3 2 
Wherein the Miniſter and Seſſion are co beicounta ble tothe. 3 
Presbyterie. And if a Miniſter by djvine providence be % 
brought ro any Family it is requiſit, that at no time he con=" 3 
veen a part of the Family for Worihip ſecluding the reſt 3 ex» '* 
cept in fingular caſes, | ſpecially concerning chele patties, _ 7: 
which-( in Chriſtian prudence ) need nor, or ought not te | 
be imparted to others, | | | 
V, Let no Idler who hath no particular calling, or vagrane :} 
perſon under prerence of a calling,be ſuffered ro performe”:; 
Worthip in Families, ro or for the ſame ; Seeing perions 
tainted with errours or aiming at divifioh,may beready (afs * 
ter that manner ) to creep into houſes and lead captive ally + 
and unſtable ſouls. p " REY 
V I. At Family worſhip a ſpeciall care is to be had that 
each Family keep by themſelves 3 Neither requiring, invi- *Y 
ting, nor admitting perſons from divers Families 3 Unleſs 2 
it betheſe who are lodged with them, or at meal, ocother= 7 
wiſe with them upon ſome lawfull occaſion, 523 
VII. Whatſoever hath been the cffes, and fruits of mee» -Þ 
tings of perſons of divers Families in the times of corruption. = 
or trouble ( in which caſes many things are commendable; 3 
which otherwiſe are not tollerable) Yet when God hath +5 
bleſsed us with Peace and the purity of the. Goſpel,” ſuck 
meetings of perſons of divers families ( except in the caſes 
mentioned in theſe diretions) are to be diſapproved, as 
tending to the hinderance cf the Religious .exetciſe of each*# 
Family by ir ſelf, to the Prejudice of the publick Miniſte=:3 
ry, ro the renting of the Families of particular Congregati-? 
ons, and (in progrelse of time) of thewhole Ki;ks belides?} 
manysy 
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- many offences which may come theteby, tothe hardrimg ot} 


thehearts of carnall men and grief of the godly, .. 


VIII. Oa the Lords, dzy after every one ofthe Family | 
apart, and the whole Family together have ſoughr'the Lord, | 


in whole hands the preparation of mens hearts are) to fir 
them for the publick worthip, and ro bleſse ro them the pub» 
lick Ordinances ; - The Maſter of the Family ought to take 
care that all within his chatge repair to the publick Worſhip, 
' that beand they}may joyn with the reſt of the Congregation z 
 Ard,thepublick Worihip being finiſhed, after prayer, he thall 
take an account what they have heard ; and thereafter to 
ſpend the reſt of the time which they may ſpare,inCatechiſing 


2 - andin ſpiritual conferences upon the word of God z Or elte 
|  Egoingapart)) they oughrto apply themſelves toreading,me- 


dicacion,and ſecret prayer, that they may confitme and in* 
.creaſetheir Communion with God 3 That fo the profite 


which they found in the publick Ocdinances maybe cticrifſhed 


and promoved , and they more edified unto eternall life, * 
-T X, So'many as can conceive prayer, onght to make uſe 

| ofthatgiſt of God ; Albeir thoſe who are rude and weaker 
* - may beginar afert forme of prayer 3 Bat ſo, as they be nor 
{ Avggiſh in ſtirring up in themſelves ( according to their 


| dayly neceflitics ) the ſpirir of Prayer, which is given? to all -| 


” thechildren of God in ſome meaſure, To which efteR, they 
ht ro be the more fervent and frequent in ſecret Prayer 
to God, for enabling of their hearts co conceive, and their 
© tongueStoexpreſse convenient deſires ro God for their Fa= 
” mili6 And inthe mean time, for their greater encourage- 
ment, ler theſe materia[s of Prayer be meditared upon, and 
made uſe of, as followeth : 

Let them confeſse ro God how unworthy they are to 


corhe'in his preſence,andhow unfitto worthip hisMijeſtie; 


. _. and therefore earneſtly ask of God the ſpirit of Prayer, 

They areto confeſse their (ins,and the fins of the Family,ac- 
caling, judging, and condemning themſelves for them, 
till they bring their ſouls ro ſome meaſure of true humi- 

&. lation: | 

> Fhey are tO pour out their ſouls to God,. in the Name of 

7 by: | Cluift, 
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ſpirit, ſor foroivenes of fin, for Grace ts © 
elieve, andto live ſoberly, righteouſfly, and © 
Godly.z and that they may ſerve God with joy andde- 
light, walking before hin. & 


They are to give thanks to.God for his many wercies eo, 


his people, and tothemſelyes, and eſpecially for hislove 
in Chrilt, and for the light of the Goſpei. 

They are to pray for ſuch particular benefits, Spiricuali and 
Temporal, as rhey ſtand in need of for the time, i( whe © 
ther it be Morning or Evening) as health or fdicknef6e, 
proſperity or adverkity. 4 

They ought to pray for the Kirk of Chriſt in generall, for . -* 
all the reformed Ktrks, and for this Kirk in particular, 
and for al! that ſuffer for the Name of Chriſt ; for all our 
Superiours, The Kings Majeſty, the Queen, and their 
Children, forthe Mageſtrates, Miniſters, and the whole 
body of theCangregation whereofthey aremembers, as 


well for their neighboures abſent in their lawful affairs a8 


for thaſe that are at home. KT, 

The prayer may becloſed with an earneſt deſire , that Gal 
may be glorified inthe camming of the Kingdame of his: 2? 
Son, andin the doing ofhis will; And with aburange © 
that themſelves are accepted, and what they have asked 


according to his willſhall be done. | 


X. Theſe «xerciſes ought tobe performed ingreat fins. 


Cerity, withour delay, laying aſide all exerciſes of worldly: 


bulinefse or hinderances, Notwithſtanding the mockings of: 


Arheiſts, and profan2 men. In reſpe& of the great mercjes: 
of Godto this Land, And of his ſevere Corre&ions where-; 
with lately he hath exerciſed us. And to this cfie&, perſans: 
of eminency ( andall Elders of the Kirk ) nor only ought 


to ſtir up themſelves:and their Families to diligence herein 5; © 


But alfoto concurre effe@ually, 'that in all-other Families, 
where they have power and Charge, the ſaid Exerciſes be: 
conicionably performed. | 
X I- Beſides the ordinary duties in Families which are 
abovementianed, extraordinary duties beth of humiliatiog 7 
and thankſsiving areto bs carctully performed in Farniiats I 
when. _ | 
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© when the Lord by 'extraordinzry oecafions' ( private or 
= publick ) callerh for them. IG On 
© XII. Seging the Word of God requireth, Thatwe ſhould 
E  conliderohe another to provoke unto love atd good works ; 
© - Therefore, at all times, and ſpecially in this time wherein 
rofanity abounds , and mockers, walking after their own 
fufs, thiak ir ſtrange that others fun not with them tothe _ 
famecxceſle of rior, Every member of this Kick oughtto - 
ſir upthemſelves and one another to the duties of mutuall ; 
Edification, by inſtruQtion, admouicion , rebuke exbor- 
ting one another to manifeſt the Grace of God, in de» 
nyins ungodlinefle and' worldly luſts, and in living godly, 
| foberly, and righteouſly in this preſent world, by comfor- 
|. rtingthe feeble minded, -and praying wich, or, for one ano. } ;: 
| ther; Which duties reſpeQively are to be performed upon Þ.. 
ſpecial occaſions offered by divine providence; As namely, | 
when under any calamity, crofſe or great difficulty, couns, | 
Tell -or comfort is ſought, Or when an offender is to be re- J* 
claimed by private admonition, and if that bee not effeQue, J . 
-- all, by joyning one or two more in the admonition, accor- | 
+ dingtotherule of Chriſt ; that in the mouth of two orthree. | 
E- witneſſes every word may beeſtablithed. i 
= + XIIL And becauſe ir is not given to every one to ſpeak a 
word in ſeaſon to a wearied or diſtrefled conſcience, Ir is 
expedient, that a perſon ( inthar caſe) finding no eaſe af- 
+ ter theuſeofall ordinary meansprivare & publick,have their 
”. redrefſe totheir own Pattour, or ſome experienced Chriſti= 
+ - an: Burt iftheperſon troubled in conſcience, be of that con- 
dition,or of that ſex, that diſcretion, modeſty, or fear of ſcan- 
dal, requireth agodly, grave and ſecret friend to be preſent 
-, wichthem in their ſaid addrefle, It is expedient that ſuch a 
friend be preſent, | 
X1V. When perſons of divers Families are brought ta+ | 
gether by divine providence, being abroad upon their par= Þ; 
ticular Vocations ,or zny neceflary occaſions, As they would '| 
have theLord their G'O D. with them whitherſoever: they 
-  g0, they ouzht ro walk with G Q D, and: not negle& 
| theduries of Prayer, and Thankſgiving, bur take care tha | 
KN $ : the 
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6 the ſame be performed by ſuch as the ' company ſhall judg@&*# 
ictefl« And that they likewiſe take heed that no corrupt: 5 
Jcommunication proceed out of their mouth, but that which _ ® 
is good, tothe ule of edifying , that it may miniſter grace 
to the hearers. | $4 8 
The drift and ſcope of all theſe DireQions is no. other + 
Jbut thar upon the one part, the power and praRiſe of godli> | 
Jnefle among all the Miniſters and Members of this Kirk, 
11 according to their ſeverall places and vocations, may be "4 
{cheriſhed and advanced and all impietie and mocking of Re» 8 
ligious exerciſes ſupprefled : And upon the other part, that ©" 
under the name and pretext Oi Religious Exerciſes, no ſuch-.' :* 
P> | —_ S or practiſes be' allowed as are apt to breed e1rour, 
ſcandall, ſchiſme, contempt or miſregard of the publick Or- 
{dinances and Miniſters, or negle@ of the duties of par- 
ſticular Callings , or ſuch other evils ; as are the works, 2% 
Y> Ynot of the Spirit, but of the fleſh, and are contrary to Iruth _ 3 
'Jand Peace. Eee, 045 5 
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{it againſt [ſuch as Withdraw themſelves from 

= | the publick worſhip in their ow: Congregation, | 


j Ince it hath pleaſed GO D of his infinire goodneſle to. | FJ 
blefſe this Kirk within this Nation, with the riches -' 
+, Ofthe Goſpel, in giving to us his Ordinance in great  .# 


= Pl rity, liberty, and withall a comely and well eſtabliſhed I 
a  Þrder' +" the Aſſembly in'the zeal of God, for preſerving or=' +,» 

der, Unity,”and Peace in the Kirk, for maintaining that re» - 3 
BY pe&- which is due to the Ordinances and Miniſters of Jeſus , _ } 
-_ {Ehrif, for preventing Schiſme, noiſome Errours, and all - 4 
1  inlawfull praRiſes, which may follow on the Peoples withe« 3 
lead chemſelves from their own Congregations, Dotrh 2 
2 © Fharge every Miniſter to:be ciligent in' fulfilling bis Mints” "8 
ir Fiery» to be holy and grave inhis converſation, to be faiths 7 
Ne full -._; 


/ 


= full in Preaching, declaring the whole Counſel of G:O:D; 
&” ' andas he hath occifion from the Text of Scripture "i 
EF eprove the {ins and errours,and preſse the duties of the time, 
and jinali thoſe ro obſerve the rules preſcribed by the Act 
of Aſsembly z wherein ifhe be negligent he is to be cen(us 
redby his own Presbyterie, As alſo ordains every member 
in every congregation, to keep their own, Paroch :Kirk, rq 
communicate there in the Word and Sacraments; Ant 

If any perſon or perſons ſhall hereafter uſually abſent them 
ſelves from their own Congregations, except in urgent caſe 
madeknownto, and approven by the Presbyterie, The Mi: 
niſters of theſe Congregations -whercunto they reſort, ihall 
both in publick by Preaching,and in private by admonition 
thew their dillike of their with«drawing from-their owt! 
Miniſter, Thatin ſo doing, They may witnefle to all. chat 
hear them, their duecare to ſtrengthen the hands of rheix 
fellow-labourers in the work of the :Lord, their dereſtatior 
of any thing that may rend to Separation, orany.ofthg 
abovementioned evils: Hereby their own Flock will be cons 
firmed in their ſtedfaſtnefle, and the unſtable ſpirits of o 
thers will he reRified. Likeas the Miniſter of that Cqngres 
perſon which they do withdraw, ſhall labour firk 
y private admonition to reclaim them: Andit any after 
private admonition given by their own Paſtour, do nat 44 
mend, in that caſethe Paſtour ſhal dilate theforeſaid ger 
fons tothe Setlion, who thail cite & cenſure themas con 
temners of the comly erder of theKirk z and ifthe matter bg 
not taken orderwith there, It is to be brought tothe pregs« 
byterie : For the better obſerving whereof, the Presbyteries 
that Viſitation of their ſeveral Kirks and Provincial Aﬀems 

blies, in their cenſure of the ſevexall Presbyteries, ſhall 

' Quire hereanent: which inquiry and repart ſhall be regh 

Arate in the Provincial 'Books , that their diligence ni; 
be ſeen in the Generall Aflembly. | f 
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